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2016 Virginia Hurricane Preparedness and Flooding Week 
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The messages below have been drafted for Twitter in English and Spanish (red) to be used 

according to the topic schedule. Please use the correspondent image when instructed. 

Please find the images in the power points presentation attached. 

 

Sunday, May 22 – Storm Surge and risks 

 

It’s Virginia Hurricane & Flooding Preparedness Week. Learn your risk and know how to be 

ready for a hurricane. #VAhurricaneready  

 Image: Virginia storm surge map (ENG) 

Es la semana de preparación ante huracanes e inundaciones en #Virginia. Infórmese de su riesgo 

y esté listo. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 Image: Virginia storm surge map (SPA) 

 

 

The National Weather Service (NWS) will issue its Public Information Statements each day of 

Hurricane Preparedness Week. The topics for the NWS by day are as follows: 

 

 Sunday, May 15: Determine Your Risk 
 Monday, May 16: Develop an Evacuation Plan 
 Tuesday, May 17: Secure an Insurance Check-Up 
 Wednesday, May 18: Assemble Disaster Supplies 
 Thursday, May 19: Strengthen Your Home 
 Friday, May 20: Identify Your Trusted Sources of Information for a Hurricane Event 
 Saturday, May 21: Complete Your Written Hurricane Plan 

 

The Virginia Department of Emergency Management will support the national Hurricane 

Preparedness Week messaging above with posts to social media. In addition, Virginia will take 

advantage of the momentum generated from the national campaign and have its own Hurricane 

and Flooding Preparedness campaign the following week from May 22-28. Local and state 

partners are encouraged to use the following daily topics in their hurricane preparedness posts on 

social media during that week to further magnify the message: 

 

 Sunday, May 22:   Find out your storm surge risk  
 Monday, May 23: Pet preparedness 
 Tuesday, May 24:  Flooding insurance 
 Wednesday, May 25: People with disabilities, access and functional needs 
 Thursday, May 26:  Learn the terms – hurricane categories 
 Friday, May 27:  Stay informed/ communications plan 
 Saturday, May 28:  Evacuation Plan – emergency kit 

 



Live along the coast? You are most at risk for extreme winds/flooding from rain and storm surge 

during a hurricane. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Si vive en la costa, corre el mayor riesgo de vientos e inundaciones severas por lluvias y 

marejadas durante un huracán. #VAhurricaneready  

Hurricanes aren’t just a coastal problem. They’ve impacted #Virginia from mountains to coast. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Los huracanes no solo afectan la costa; han impactado todo el territorio desde las montañas hacia 

la costa. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 

It only takes one tropical storm to cause damage. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Con solo una tormenta tropical que ocurra, se puede experimentar daños severos. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 

Are you covered for hurricane dangers such as high winds & damage? Check your insurance 

policy. http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH #VAhurricaneready 

Durante huracanes, hay un riesgo de daños por vientos huracanados. Verifique si su póliza de 

seguro cubre esos daños. http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH #VAhurricaneready 

 

Sign up for local emergency alerts for your area. Hampton Roads residents can sign up at 

http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/. #VAhurricaneready 

Regístrese en su localidad para recibir alertas y advertencias en su celular. Escoja su localidad: 

http://go.usa.gov/cuJr4 #VAhurricaneready 

 

Flooding & storm surge are major threats from hurricanes. Find out your storm surge risk w/ this 

storm surge tool http://go.usa.gov/cJx35 #VAhurricaneready 

El mayor peligro de un huracán lo causan las inundaciones y las marejadas. Identifique su riesgo: 

http://go.usa.gov/cJx35 #VAhurricaneready 

 

Monday, May 23 – Pet Preparedness 

 

Each type of disaster requires different preparedness steps. Don’t forget to plan for your pets. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx   

 Image: Pet preparedness 

Cada tipo de desastre requiere preparación. No se olvide de incluir a sus mascotas en su plan de 

emergencias. http://go.usa.gov/cuJYR #vawx 

 

Pet prep tip 1: Need to evacuate? Don't leave your pets behind! Plan now for where they will 

stay if not with you. #VAhurricaneready   

Determine un lugar donde buscar albergue de antemano. Nunca deje sus mascotas abandonadas. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx   

 

Pet prep tip 2: Contact your vet for a list of kennels or local animal shelters that might board 

your pet if evacuated. #VAhurricaneready   

Si busca un albergue para mascotas, contacte al veterinario o albergue de la ciudad o condado 

para asistencia. #VAhurricaneready #vawx  

http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH
http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH
http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/
http://go.usa.gov/cuJr4
http://go.usa.gov/cJx35
http://go.usa.gov/cJx35
http://go.usa.gov/cuJYR


 

Pet prep tip 3: Identify hotels/motels outside your area that accept pets and include in your 

evacuation plan. #VAhurricaneready  

 Image: Emergency plan 

En su plan de evacuación, identifique un hotel/motel donde acepten mascotas. Puede buscar 

refugio con familia o amigos. #VAhurricaneready  

 

Pet prep tip 4: Take medical records. Ensure pets wear a collar and their ID tags are up-to-date. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx   

Recuerde incluir el record medico de su mascota, y que las placas de identificación estén al 

corriente. #VAhurricaneready #vawx  

 

Pet prep tip 5: Have pet supplies in your kit like dry/canned food, water, bowls, blanket, toys & 

cleaning supplies #VAhurricaneready   

 Image: kit for pets 

Provisiones para mascotas en el kit de emergencias: comida seca/en lata, agua, platos, cobijas, 

artículos de limpieza. #VAhurricaneready  

 

Pet prep tip 6: Have horses, birds, reptiles or other pets? Include them in your emergency plan. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx  

Si usted tiene una granja con distintos animales, tome consideraciones adecuadas para 

protegerlos durante un huracán #VAhurricaneready  

 

Tuesday, May 24 – Floods and Flood Insurance 

 

Hurricanes bring heavy rains that may cause flooding. Purchase flood insurance before the 

storm. http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH #VAhurricaneready 

Los huracanes producen lluvias severas e inundaciones. Compre una póliza contra inundaciones 

antes de las tormentas. http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH 
 

Coastal properties have an increased risk of hurricane storm surge flooding. Get prepared today! 

http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH #VAhurricaneready 

Propiedades en la costa corren mayor riesgo de inundaciones por marejadas durante un huracán. 

¡Prepárese desde ya! http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH 
 

Hurricanes can produce damaging winds & inland floods. Does your insurance plan cover this? 

http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH #VAhurricaneready 

 

What is 30? The number of days it takes for flood insurance to go into effect. Don’t wait! 

http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH #VAhurricaneready 

30: días toma para que una póliza de inundaciones entre en efecto. No espere hasta que sea 

demasiado tarde. http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH 

 

Know what you are up against. Winds are bad, but even low category storms can cause flooding, 

storm surge. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 Image: Hurricane categories (ENG) 

http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH
http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH
http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH
http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH
http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH
http://1.usa.gov/15vEcTH
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Infórmses del pronóstico del tiempo. Sepa la diferencia entre las categorías de huracanes. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 Image: Hurricane Categories (SPA) 

 

Call your insurance agent to make sure you have coverage for accidental damage, natural 

disasters & floods, if needed. #VAhurricaneready 

Llame a su agente de seguros, asegure estar cubierto por daños de desastres naturales e 

inundaciones si lo necesita #VAhurricaneready 

 

Standard homeowners or renters insurance does not cover flooding. You need a separate policy! 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 Image: flood safety tips (ENG) 

El seguro de vivienda o de inquilino NO cubre pérdidas por inundaciones. Tenga una póliza por 

separado para su protección. #VAhurricaneready 

 Image: flood safety tips (SPA) 

 

If you are on high ground above flooded areas, preparing to stay where you are may be the best 

protection. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Si usted vive en una zona alta lejos de inundaciones, prepárese para quedarse en su casa y pasar 

la tormenta. #VAhurricaneready 

 

Flood fact - 6 inches of moving water can knock a person down. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Datos de Inundaciones: 6 pulgadas de agua circulando pueden derribar a una persona. No cruce 

calles inundadas #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 

Flood fact - 2 feet of moving water can sweep a vehicle away. Turn Around, Don’t Drown! 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Dato de inundación: Una corriente de agua de ½ metro puede arrastra un vehículo. Recuerde, dé 

la vuelta y salve su vida. #VAhurricaneready 

 

Wednesday, May 25 – People with disabilities, access and functional needs 

 

Make a family emergency supply kit. Include enough water/food/meds per person for 3+ days. 

#VAhurricaneready https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HnKb_Kmh04  

Tenga kit con provisiones para emergencias. Incluya agua/comida/medicinas para 3+ días por 

persona.#VAhurricaneready https://youtu.be/5HkCEEDsnC0  

  

Create a family communications plan; keep important papers & valuables in a safe place. 

#VAhurricaneready  http://go.usa.gov/cJxck  

Escriba un plan de comunicación familiar, guarde documentos importantes y objetos de valor en 

un lugar seguro. http://go.usa.gov/cJxcP  

 

If you or someone in your family is disabled, be sure to gather supplies based on specific needs. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx http://go.usa.gov/cJxxR  

Si usted/familiar tiene una discapacidad, asegúrese de incluir provisiones adecuadas para sus 

necesidades. http://go.usa.gov/cJckQ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HnKb_Kmh04
https://youtu.be/5HkCEEDsnC0
http://go.usa.gov/cJxck
http://go.usa.gov/cJxcP
http://go.usa.gov/cJxxR
http://go.usa.gov/cJckQ


If you depend on medical equipment, keep ka list with the style, serial number, operating info 

and instructions in your kit #VAhurricaneready 

Si su salud depende de un equipo médico, guarde una lista del equipo, el número de serie y 

manual de operación en su kit. #VAhurricaneready 

 

If you need assistance to communicate, make sure you include instructions in your emergency 

communications plan. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Si necesita asistencia para comunicarse como un intérprete, tenga instrucciones por escrito en su 

plan de emergencias. #VAhurricaneready 

 

Include list of prescription meds, dosage & pharmacy information as well as allergies in your 

emergency plan. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Incluya una lista de  medicinas con receta, dosis y farmacia de preferencia así como lista de 

alergias en su plan. #VAhurricaneready 

 

#VAhurricaneready tip: Make hard copies of all your medical prescriptions. Keep them w/ other 

important documents that you can grab quickly.   

Tenga fotocopias de las recetas de medicinas que necesita. Guárdelas con los documentos 

importantes en su kit. #VAhurricaneready 

 

Wear your medical alert tag/bracelet. Keep a description of your medical condition & support 

needs for emergencies. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Si usa un brazalete medico por alguna enfermedad, no se lo quite. Mantenga descripción de su 

condición médica en su plan. #VAhurricaneready  

 

Sign up for local emergency alerts for your area. Hampton Roads residents can sign up at 

http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/. #VAhurricaneready 

Regístrese en su localidad para recibir alertas móviles. En Hampton Roads, use: 

http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/ #VAhurricaneready 

 

If you receive in-home assistance services, work w/ your provider and develop a backup plan in 

case of emergencies. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Si usted recibe asistencia o servicios a domicilio, tenga un plan de contingencia en caso de 

emergencias. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 

During an evacuation, be sure all of your assistive devices are clearly labeled with your name 

and contact information. #VAhurricaneready 

Si tiene que evacuar su casa, asegúrese de etiquetar su equipo médico con su nombre y número 

de contacto. #VAhurricaneready 

 

#VAhurricaneready tip: Plan alternative ways to charge your mobile devices, communication 

and assistive technology devices. 

Tenga un plan alterno para cargar dispositivos móviles, equipo de asistencia de comunicación y 

otro equipo médico. #VAhurricaneready 

 

 

http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/
http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/


#VAhurricaneready tip: Make a list of all of your property. Take pictures. Put both in waterproof 

bags in your kit or safety deposit box.  

En caso de evacuación, haga un inventario de su propiedad. Tome fotos y/o videos y guárdelos 

en una caja de seguridad. #VAhurricaneready 

  

Have specific questions about a disability of functional need? Visit: 

https://www.ready.gov/individuals-access-functional-needs #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Si tiene preguntas específicas acerca de como planear si tiene una discapacidad o dificultad de 

acceso, visite: https://www.ready.gov/es/necesidades-funcionales-y-de-acceso  

 

During a disaster, dial 211 for information on resources and 511 for traffic information. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Durante un desastre, llame a la línea 211 para información acerca de recursos y al 511 para 

información de tráfico. #VAhurricaneready 

 

Thursday, May 26 – Learn Hurricane Season Terms 

 

Know the terms! Tropical Storm = winds 39-73 mph. Hurricane = winds 74+ mph 

#VAhurricaneready. #vawx   

 Image: HurricaneTerms 

Qué significa: Tormenta Tropical= vientos entre 39-73 mph. Huracán = vientos de 74 mph o 

más. #VAhurricaneready. 

 Image: HurricaneTerms_SPA 

 

Know the terms! Tropical storm watch = winds 39-73 mph possible within 48 hours. Stay alert 

for instructions. #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

Qué significa Alerta de Tormenta Tropical: posibles vientos entre 39-73 mph dentro de próximas 

48 horas. Esté preparado. #VAhurricaneready 

 

Know the terms! Tropical storm warning - winds 39-73 mph expected within 36 hour. Be 

prepared to act. #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

Qué significa Advertencia de Tormenta Tropical: espere vientos entre 39-73 mph dentro de 

próximas 36 horas. Listo para actuar.  

 

Know the terms! Hurricane watch = winds 74+ mph are possible. Stay informed with local news 

and alerts. #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

Qué significa Alerta de Huracanes: posibles vientos de 74+ mph. Manténgase informado con 

noticias locales. #VAhurricaneready 

  

Know the terms! Hurricane warning = expect winds 74+ mph. Stay alert for evacuation orders. 

Get your family & home ready! #VAhurricaneready 

Qué significa Advertencia de Huracanes: espere vientos de 74 + mph. Este alerta por órdenes de 

evacuación. Tenga la familia lista. 

 

 

 

https://www.ready.gov/individuals-access-functional-needs
https://www.ready.gov/es/necesidades-funcionales-y-de-acceso


Rip currents = dangerous. People panic or exhausted & cannot swim out of them. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Si lo atrapa una corriente de resaca, no se asuste; nade lateralmente, paralelo a la costa. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx 

 

Storm surge=greatest threat to life and property from a hurricane. Learn more at 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/surge/. #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

La marejada ciclónica es la amenaza más grande de un huracán hacia la vida y propiedad. Más 

información aquí: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/surge/  

 

Friday, May 27 – Stay Informed/ Communications Plan/ Ready Virginia App 

 

.@NOAA Weather Radios broadcast official Weather Service warnings, watches, forecasts & 

hazard info 24/7 #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

.@NOAA Radios para el clima transmiten información oficial de advertencias, alertas, 

pronósticos y amenazas 24/7. #VAhurricaneready 

 

The ReadyVirginia mobile app has the latest weather and preparedness information. Download 

for free! #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

La aplicación de Ready Virginia proporciona información actualizada de preparación ante 

desastres¡Es Gratis! #VAhurricaneready  

 

Plan how to get info during power outages. Backup chargers for cell phones, battery powered 

radios are some options. #VAhurricaneready 

Sepa cómo obtener información durante los apagones. Tenga cargadores portátiles de celular o 

radio con baterías #VAhurricaneready   

 

Keep a written list of emergency phone numbers. Include one out-of-town contact. Keep list in 

your cell phone too. #VAhurricaneready #vawx 

Mantenga lista escrita de números de emergencia. Incluya persona fuera de la ciudad. Tenga 

números en su celular también. #VAhurricaneready  

 

Sign up for local emergency alerts for your area. Hampton Roads residents can sign up at 

http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/. #VAhurricaneready  

Los habitantes de Hampton Roads pueden registrarse para recibir alertas en 

http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/. #VAhurricaneready 

 

Sign up for emergency alert notifications through your local government. Some links here: 

http://go.usa.gov/cJxCw  #VAhurricaneready  

Reciba alertas de sus autoridades locales. Busque su ciudad o condado aquí y regístrese: 

http://go.usa.gov/cJxCw  

 

Saturday, May 28 – Planning for Evacuation or shelter at home 

 

Plan now for hurricanes! Write down your plan & discuss with your family #VAhurricaneready 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HnKb_Kmh04 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/surge/
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/surge/
mailto:.@NOAA
http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/
http://readyhamptonroads.org/prepare/be_informed/local_alerts/
http://go.usa.gov/cJxCw
http://go.usa.gov/cJxCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HnKb_Kmh04


¡Haga su plan de emergencias desde ya! Reúnase con la familia y téngalo por escrito en un lugar 

de fácil acceso.  

 

One storm can make all of the difference. Plan now! Use plywood, steel or aluminum panels to 

board up windows and doors. #VAhurricaneready  

Una tormenta basta para causar daños. Prepare su casa desde ya: use madera contrachapada o  

paneles de aluminio en puertas y ventanas.  

 

Use common sense & info to assess the situation. Determine the need to evacuate; follow 

instructions from local officials. #VAhurricaneready 

Use su sentido común para tomar la mejor decisión. Use información oficial para decidir si tiene 

que evacuar o permanecer en casa.  

 

If you are not ordered to evacuate your home, plan how to stay safe in case of power outages and 

strong winds. #VAhurricaneready #vawx  

Si no tiene órdenes de evacuar su casa, planee como pasar la tormenta en caso de apagones y 

vientos torrenciales.  

 

Remember to keep trees around your home trimmed. Bring loose outdoor items like patio 

furniture inside. #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

Es importante mantener podados los árboles cerca de la casa. Meta muebles sueltos del patio 

adentro antes de la tormenta. 

 

Hurricane season is June 1–Nov. 30, but Virginia’s most active time is typically from mid-Aug. 

to mid-Oct. #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

La época de huracanes inicia 1 de junio al 30 de nov. Los meses más activos en #Virginia son de 

agosto a octubre. . #VAhurricaneready 

 

Make a plan & include where to go if asked to evacuate. Know evacuation routes & follow 

instructions if asked to leave #VAhurricaneready   

 Image: StormSurgeSurvivor-final 

En su plan de emergencias incluya a donde irá en caso de una evacuación. Sepa que ruta tomar y 

siga instrucciones oficiales. 

 

Key to hurricane planning: Have a plan, know the basics, secure your home and stay informed. 

#VAhurricaneready #vawx   

La clave para estar preparado: Tener un plan, asegurar su casa y pertenencias y mantenerse 

informado. #VAhurricaneready #vawx   

 


